FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

Sourabaya. Perhaps it was the route we took from the flying-
boat base on the Hooghli to the Great Eastern Hotel, and vice
versa the following morning, which revealed a squalor which was
not so noticeable elsewhere in the city.

The trip to Karachi, right across India, was done the following
day with stops to refuel at Allahabad, Gwalior reservoir and
Raj Sammand lake in Rajputana. This was a very interesting
flight, at not too great an altitude, so that one could see something
of the country below.

We changed into R.M.A. "Castor" at Karachi, for thejrather
dull flight to Basra, where we alighted on the river alongside
the fine new Iraqi terminal airport with hotel complete. It was a
great change from the last time I had been there eleven years
before; aircraft of various lines were coming and going at all
hours.

It was interesting to fly over Iraq once more, and next
morning, whilst en route across the desert, I had a glimpse of
the new R.A.F. base near Habbaniyeh Lakea which was now a
large Flying Training School complete inside its own defended
perimeter. We reached Alexandria in the afternoon and left
again next morning for Marseilles via Mirabella in Crete, Athens,
Brindisi and Lake Bracciano.

On the sixth day after leaving Singapore I arrived at South-
ampton, having thoroughly enjoyed the air trip home in the
Empire flying-boat. During my four months5 travels I had seen
something of our great Empire Commonwealth, and what I had
seen convinced me that it was a very healthy and thriving concern,
far more so than any of our potential enemies could possibly
realize from any superficial outward and visible signs.
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